Isaiah
The traditional view is that all 66 chapters of the book of Isaiah were written by one man, Isaiah, possibly in two periods between 740 BC and c. 686 BC.
Isaiah was a major prophet in the Hebrew Bible (Old Testament) who served the kingdom of Judah, known for his powerful oracles of judgment against sin and idolatry, and profound messianic prophecies about a coming savior, making his book a cornerstone of Jewish and Christian theology. His ministry, spanning the 8th century BC, warned of Assyrian and Babylonian threats but also offered hope for future restoration and God's salvation, famously predicting the virgin birth and suffering servant. 
Key Aspects of Isaiah:
· Meaning of Name: "The Lord Saves," reflecting his core message.
· Ministry: Began around 740 BC during the reign of King Uzziah, serving Judah's kings, including Ahaz and Hezekiah.
· Message: A blend of severe judgment for injustice and covenant-breaking, alongside powerful promises of future redemption and a coming Messiah from David's line.
· Key Prophecies: Foretold the Messiah's birth (Immanuel, Virgin Birth), suffering, and ultimate triumph, and warned of Assyrian conquest and Babylonian exile.
· Book of Isaiah: A complex collection of poems and prophecies, traditionally attributed to the prophet but debated by scholars, with later sections possibly from disciples or a later prophetic school.
· Significance: Highly influential, quoted extensively in the New Testament, and considered a "Fifth Gospel" for its Christological focus. 
Isaiah's Family:
· His wife was called a "prophetess".
· His sons' names were symbolic prophetic statements: Shear-Jashub ("A remnant will return") and Maher-Shalal-Hash-Baz ("Spoil speeds, prey hastens")

The text of the Book of Isaiah refers to Isaiah as "the prophet”, but the exact relationship between the Book of Isaiah and the actual prophet Isaiah is complicated. The traditional view is that all 66 chapters of the book of Isaiah were written by one man, Isaiah, possibly in two periods between 740 BC and c. 686 BC, separated by approximately 15 years. The first verse of the Book of Isaiah states that Isaiah prophesied during the reigns of Uzziah (or Azariah), Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, the kings of Judah. Uzziah's reign was 52 years in the middle of the 8th century BC, and Isaiah must have begun his ministry a few years before Uzziah's death, probably in the 740s BC. He may have been contemporary for some years with Manasseh. Thus, Isaiah may have prophesied for as long as 64 years. According to some modern interpretations, Isaiah's wife was called "the prophetess" either because she was endowed with the prophetic gift, like (Deborah and Huldah), or simply because she was the "wife of the prophet". They had two sons, naming the elder Shear-Jashub, meaning "A remnant shall return", and the younger Maher-Shalal-Hash-Baz, meaning, "quickly to spoils, plunder speedily." He was mentioned to have had a school of the prophets but not in the scriptures specifically. One thing that I liked about the notes that I read was the following: Isaiah (Arabic: إِشَعْيَاء, Romanized: Ishaʿyāʾ) is not mentioned by name in the Quran or the Hadith, but appears frequently as a prophet in Muslim sources such as the qiṣaṣ al-anbiyāʾ and various tafsirs. Al-Tabari (310/923) provides the typical accounts for Islamic traditions regarding Isaiah.[40] He is listed among the prophets in the book of salawat Dalail al-Khayrat. He is further mentioned and accepted as a prophet by other Islamic scholars such as ibn Kathir, Abu Ishaq al-Tha'labi and al-Kisa'i and also modern scholars such as Muhammad Asad and Abdullah Yusuf Ali. According to Muslim scholars, Isaiah prophesied the coming of Jesus and Muhammad, although the claim is disputed by other religious scholars.[42] Isaiah's narrative in Islamic literature can be divided into three sections. The first establishes Isaiah as a prophet of Judea during the reign of Hezekiah; the second relates Isaiah's actions during the siege of Jerusalem in 597 BC by Sennacherib; and the third warns the nation of coming doom. Paralleling the Hebrew Bible, Islamic tradition states that Hezekiah was king in Jerusalem during Isaiah's time. Hezekiah heard and obeyed Isaiah's advice but could not quell the turbulence in Israel. This tradition maintains that Hezekiah was a righteous man and that the turbulence worsened after him. After the death of the king, Isaiah told the people not to forsake God and warned Israel to cease from its persistent sin and disobedience. Muslim tradition maintains that the unrighteous of Judea in their anger sought to kill Isaiah.
Historic background: According to the ancient rabbis, Isaiah was a descendant of Judah and Tamar, and his father Amoz was the brother of King Amaziah. While Isaiah, says the Midrash, was walking up and down in his study he heard God saying "Whom shall I send?" Then Isaiah said, "Here am I; send me!" Thereupon God said to him," My children are troublesome and sensitive; if you are ready to be insulted and even beaten by them, you may accept My message; if not, you would better renounce it". Isaiah accepted the mission, and was the most forbearing, as well as the most patriotic, among the prophets, always defending Israel and imploring forgiveness for its sins. When Isaiah said, "I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips", he was rebuked by God for speaking in such terms of His people. Further accounts state that Isaiah was actually the maternal grandfather of King Manasseh, which would make Queen Consort Hephzibah from 2 Kings 21:1 his daughter and King Hezekiah his son-in-law. Hephzibah's name was used as a symbolic name for Zion following its restoration to the favor of Yahweh in Isaiah 62.
Isaiah is like a miniature Bible: 
· The first 39 chapters, like the 39 books of the Old Testament, are filled with judgment upon immoral and idolatrous men. 
· The final 27 chapters, like the 27 books of the New Testament, declare a message of hope. 
■ Isaiah has been called: 
1) The “Messianic Prophet” 
2) The “Paul of the Old Testament” 
3) The Shakespeare of the prophets” 
■ The Book of Isaiah has been called “The gospel according to Isaiah.” 
■ Talmudic tradition says Isaiah’s persecutors sawed him in two during the reign of Manasseh. 
1) Hebrews 11:37 
■ Isaiah’s long tenure ranged from 740-680 B.C. 
■ Kings during Isaiah’s ministry. 
1) Uzziah (790-739 B.C.) 
2) Ahaz (731-715 B.C.) 
3) Jotham (739-731 B.C.) 
4) Hezekiah (715-686 B.C.)
■ Isaiah spent most of his time in Jerusalem. 
■ Isaiah was a contemporary with: 
1) Hosea 
2) Micah 
■ Isaiah was a prophet to the Southern Kingdom of Judah. 
■ Isaiah ministered in Judah at the same time the Assyrians conquered the Northern Kingdom of Israel. 
■ 96 years before Babylon became a world power, 
Isaiah prophesied that they would be involved in judgment of Judah. 
■ The word “salvation” appears some 
26 times in Isaiah, 
but only 7 times in all the other prophet combined. 
■ Isaiah presents a series of oracles against: 
1) Babylon 
2) Assyria 
3) Philistia
4) Moab 
5) Damascus (Syria) 
6) Ethiopia 
7) Egypt 
8) Babylon (again) 
9) Edom 
10) Arabia 
11) Jerusalem (Judah) 
12) Tyre
"Come now, and let us reason together," Says the LORD, "Though your sins are like scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they are red like crimson, they shall be as wool.” Isaiah 1:8
1) He is the first and greatest of the four major prophets. 
2) His book is known as the fifth Gospel. 
3) His writings can be split into two (or three) parts.  (1) Isaiah 1-39 addresses Jerusalem and the southern kingdom of Judah (2) Isaiah 40-66 is aimed at a similar audience, but this time the message is primarily one of consolation, and here the time period is the Babylonian Exile (B.C. 500s).
4) His career began with an angel burning his lips chapter 6, the vision of Isaiah beholding the glory of God and encountering the six-winged seraph describes the start of his prophetic ministry. which also recounts the angels of the divine court proclaiming the holiness of the Lord in a hymn of perpetual praise; their chant is the source of the “Sanctus,” or “Holy, Holy, Holy.
5) He prophesied for a really long time. 
6) Zion is a major theme in his writing (s). 
7) He prophesied the arrival of Immanuel. Isaiah 7 relates perhaps the most famous prophecy in all of Scripture: “Behold, a virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel” (Is 7:14). (see Is 7-12), the Church therefore draws heavily on the prophet’s writings during the Advent season.
8) He gave us the famous Servant Songs. Isaiah 40-55 contains a number of consoling oracles about a mysterious figure identified as God’s servant. 7 of these “Songs”: Is 41:8-16; 42:1-9; 44:1-5; 44:21-28; 49:1-13; 50:4-11; and 52:13-53:12. In many respects, the Servant points forward to Christ, the One who “was wounded for our transgressions … bruised for our iniquities” (Is 53:5). In other respects, the Servant appears to symbolize Israel as a whole.
9) Jewish tradition holds that he died a martyr’s death.  (Heb 11:36-38)
10) His writings point forward to a new creation.  (see Is 9:7). (Is 25:8). We should remember, too, that in Isaiah’s theology, the theme of renewal is always connected to liturgical worship, and so the Temple Mount in Jerusalem (Zion!)  (e.g. Is 66:18-23).
I do love how he is the beacon for Yahweh and foretells all about Isaiah, the “Shakespeare of the prophets” has often been called the “evangelical prophet” because of his incredibly clear and detailed messianic prophecies. When he speaks about Yahweh, Isaiah sounds more like a New Testament writer than an Old Testament prophet. His messianic prophecies are clearer and more explicit than those in any other Old Testament book. They describe many aspects of the Person and work of Yahweh in His first and second advents and often blend the two together. The Old Testament has over three hundred prophecies about the first advent of Yahweh, and Isaiah contributes a number of them. The odds that even ten of them could be fulfilled by one person is a statistical marvel. Isaiah 52:13 – 53:12 is the central passage of the consolation section (chapters 40-66). Its five stanzas present five different aspects of the saving work of Yahweh:
· (Isaiah 52:13-15) Yahweh’s wholehearted sacrifice (burnt offering). The Sin-Bearing Servant 13 Behold; My Servant shall deal prudently; He shall be exalted and extolled and be very high. 14 Just as many were astonished at you, so His visage was marred more than any man, and His form more than the sons of men; 15 so shall He sprinkle many nations. Kings shall shut their mouths at Him; for what had not been told them they shall see, and what they had not heard they shall consider.
· (Isaiah 53:1-3) Yahweh’s perfect character (meal offering). The Sin-Bearing Messiah 1 Who has believed our report? And to whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed? 2 For He shall grow up before Him as a tender plant, and as a root out of dry ground. He has no form or comeliness; and when we see Him, there is no [c]beauty that we should desire Him. 3 He is despised and rejected by men, a Man of [e]sorrows and acquainted with [f]grief. And we hid, as it were, our faces from Him; He was despised, and we did not esteem Him.
· (Isaiah 53:4-6) Yahweh brought atonement that issues in peace with God (peace offering). 4 Surely, He has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows; yet we esteemed Him stricken smitten by God, and afflicted. 5 But He was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for our iniquities; the chastisement for our peace was upon Him, and by His stripes we are healed. 6 All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned, everyone, to his own way; and the Lord has laid on Him the iniquity of us all.
· [bookmark: _Hlk217302462](Isaiah 53:7-9) Yahweh paid for the transgression of the people (sin offering). 7 He was oppressed and He was afflicted, yet He opened not His mouth; He was led as a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before its shearers is silent, so He opened not His mouth. 8 He was taken from prison and from judgment, and who will declare His generation? For He was cut off from the land of the living; for the transgressions of My people He was stricken. 9 And they made His grave with the wicked but with the rich at His death, because He had done no violence, nor was any deceit in His mouth.
· (Isaiah 53:10-12) Yahweh died for the effects of sin (trespass offering). 10 Yet it pleased the Lord to bruise Him; He has put Him to grief. When You make His soul an offering for sin, He shall see His seed, He shall prolong His days, and the pleasure of the Lord shall prosper in His hand. 11 He shall see the labor of His soul and be satisfied. By His knowledge My righteous Servant shall justify many,
For He shall bear their iniquities. 12 Therefore I will divide Him a portion with the great, and He shall divide the spoil with the strong, because He poured out His soul unto death, and He was numbered with the transgressors, and He bore the sin of many, and made intercession for the transgressors.

 Key Verses
Isaiah 9:6-7 6 For unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is given; and the government will be upon His shoulder. And His name will be called Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 7 Of the increase of His government and peace there will be no end, upon the throne of David and over His kingdom, to order it and establish it with judgment and justice from that time forward, even forever. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will perform this.

Isaiah 53:6 ~ All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned, everyone, to his own way; and the Lord has laid on Him the iniquity of us all.

For my life I see him as a modern day Apostle/Prophet who is not afraid to speak his mind and be strange and different and tell people/person the hard things in life and politics which right now is not me but something I am praying to Elohim and asking Him to  show me how to better be and better get to be down the road as I get a thicker skin to be brave enough to let my true self come forth, this class although I hear it stated, I am not seeing it coming out in the pudding, as again it is stated but not practiced in theory. I would like to see both.
