JESUS CALMS THE SEA
The story of Jesus calming the storm is told in the three Synoptic Gospels, Matthew, Mark, & Luke. Jesus had been teaching near the Sea of Galilee. Afterwards, He wanted a respite from the crowds so decided to take a boat with the apostles to the opposite shore where there were no large towns (Mark 4:35–36). The Bible reports not long after they sailed, Jesus fell asleep & a storm arose (Luke 8:23). Here are two important points that reveal the true humanity of Christ: He needed rest & time away from crowds, & He was so exhausted that even the battering of the boat did not awaken Him (Matthew 8:24). These truths should help us realize that Jesus was genuinely human with the same basic needs we all have. Christ’s humanity is part of what qualifies Him to be our merciful intercessor between us & God the Father (Hebrews 2:17). Although the text doesn’t say which apostles were with Christ on the boat, it’s probable that seasoned fishermen (at least four of the twelve) were aboard. These men were quite familiar with the ways of the sea; certainly, this was not their first squall on the Sea of Galilee, which was known for its sudden raging storms. Even these professional fishermen were frightened by this storm, to the point of fearing they would die (Luke 8:24). “The waves were breaking into the boat, so that the boat was already filling. But [Jesus] was in the stern, asleep on the cushion” (Mark 4:37–38). It’s significant that Jesus’ sleep was deep & sound, even though the storm, which was “already filling” the boat. The Bible says the sleep of a believer will be sweet & peaceful because he knows the Lord is with him (Proverbs 3:24; Psalm 4:8). This is why Jesus, when He was awakened, rebuked the disciples with the question “Have you still no faith?”
Proverbs 3:24 ESV ~ 24 If you lie down, you will not be afraid; when you lie down, your sleep will be sweet.

Psalm 4:8 ESV ~ In peace I will both lie down & sleep; for you alone, O Lord, make me dwell in safety.

Mark 4:35–38 ESV ~ 35 On that day, when evening had come, he said to them, “Let us go across to the other side.” 36 And leaving the crowd, they took him with them in the boat, just as he was. And other boats were with him.37 And a great windstorm arose, & the waves were breaking into the boat, so that the boat was already filling. 38 But he was in the stern, asleep on the cushion. And they woke him & said to him, “Teacher, do you not care that we are perishing?”

Mark 4:40 ESV ~ He said to them, “Why are you so afraid? Have you still no faith?”

Matthew 8:23-27 NIV ~ Jesus Calms the Storm 23 Then he got into the boat & his disciples followed him. 24 Suddenly a furious storm came up on the lake, so that the waves swept over the boat. But Jesus was sleeping. 25 The disciples went & woke him, saying, “Lord, save us! We’re going to drown!” 26 He replied, “You of little faith, why are you so afraid?” Then he got up & rebuked the winds & the waves, & it was completely calm. 27 The men were amazed & asked, “What kind of man is this? 

Luke 8:24 ESV ~ And they went & woke him, saying, “Master, Master, we are perishing!” And he awoke & rebuked the wind & the raging waves, & they ceased, & there was a calm.

Hebrews 2:17 ESV ~ Therefore he had to be made like his brothers in every respect, so that he might become a merciful and faithful high priest in the service of God, to make propitiation for the sins of the people.

Psalm 107:23-32 ESV~ 23 Some went down to the sea in ships, doing business on the great waters; 24 they saw the deeds of the Lord, his wondrous works in the deep. 25 For he commanded & raised the stormy wind, which lifted up the waves of the sea. 26 They mounted up to heaven; they went down to the depths; their courage melted away in their evil plight; 27 they reeled & staggered like drunken men & were at their wits' end. 28 Then they cried to the Lord in their trouble, & he delivered them from their distress. 29 He made the storm be still, & the waves of the sea were hushed. 30 Then they were glad that the waters were quiet, & he brought them to their desired haven. 31 Let them thank the Lord for his steadfast love, for his wondrous works to the children of man! 32 Let them extol him in the congregation of the people & praise him in the assembly of the elders.
